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on a packet steamer plying1 between Philadelphia
and an English port, but a single round-trip
constituted his entire formal career as a medi-
cal practitioner, as he determined that happi-
ness for him would be found in the fields of
chemistry or metallurgy rather than medicine.
He, therefore, devoted the next three years to
study, first at the Sheffield Scientific School at
Yale, where life-long friendships with Profes-
sors Brush and Johnson were begun, and later,
at the Lawrence Scientific School, Harvard
His work there with Prof. Wolcott Gibbs had a
profound influence upon his later career as a
teacher. Gibbs referred to him as "a dexterous
worker, attractive in personality, and a gentle-
man by nature."

Beginning in 1865, Drown spent three and
a half years in Europe, studying first at the
School of Mines, Freiberg, Saxony, in metal-
lurgical chemistry, and later becoming a pupil
of Bunsen at Heidelberg University, a teacher
to whom he always paid a high tribute of grati-
tude for his influence. He married Helen Leigh-
ton, at her home in England, shortly before his
return to America in 1868. At the age of twen-
ty-seven he had acquired a "thorough theoreti-
cal and technical training in chemistry and met-
allurgy which was almost unique at that time
and would be unusual now" (Raymond, post),
After a brief instructorship at the Lawrence Sci-
entific School, he opened, in 1870, a private ana-
lytical and consulting practise in Philadelphia.
In 1874, however, he began his fruitful career as
a teacher and administrator in the educational
field, by accepting a professorship of chemistry
at Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. Meanwhile, in
1871, the American Institute of Mining Engi-
neers had been organized at Wilkes-Barre, Pa.,
and he was elected one of the managers at the
first meeting. He resigned this managership in
1873 to accept the much more important secre-
taryship, with which were combined the duties
of editor of the Transactions, an office which,
while onerous, was congenial to him. He re-
tained this position for ten years and during
that time placed the secretarial office on a firm
and lasting footing, and brought the Transac-
tions to a degree of excellence which was widely
acknowledged. Simultaneously with his work for
the institute he was establishing a sound sys-
tem of instruction in chemistry at Lafayette Col-
lege, based upon a maximum of personal con-
tact between student and teacher and the funda-
mental thesis that it is the student and not the
subject which it is most essential to teach. At
the same time he contributed much of value in
the development of exact and yet rapid analyti-
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cal processes for commercial use, which were
much needed at that stage of metallurgical de-
velopments. A number of his papers were pub-
lished in the Transactions of the institute.

In 1881 he was obliged to sacrifice temporarily
his professional plans to meet complications in
family affairs, consequent upon the death of his
father. He resigned his professorship in 1881
and the secretaryship of the institute in 1883.
Throwing himself completely into the new prob-
lem, sparing neither strength nor his own funds,
and with mature judgment and a high integrity,
he brought matters to such an issue that in 1885
he was able to accept a call to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in Boston, at first as pro-
fessor of analytical chemistry, and later (1888)
as professor in charge of the chemistry depart-
ment Still later (1893) the department of chem-
ical engineering was placed in his care. Here,
as at Lafayette, he came into close and inspir-
ing contact with his pupils and his previous
years of critical survey of analytical work in
metallurgical fields while editor served him in
good stead. In 1887 he also assumed control of
the analytical laboratories established by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as a part of
a comprehensive plan to examine and protect
the water supplies of the state, and also served
in an advisory capacity with respect to the plan
as a whole, a relationship which continued until
his death. No such comprehensive undertaking
had previously been attempted, and the pioneer
work done in this field under Drown's direction
has everywhere been recognized as classic, and
has been the foundation for all later work of an
allied nature. The results were nearly all pub-
lished in the animal reports of the State Board
of Health.

In 1895, yielding to the appeals of many of
his friends and former associates, he accepted
the presidency of Lehigh University. He en-
tered upon the duties of the presidential office
with exceptional qualifications, having already
been successful in both teaching and administra-
tion, and possessing a gracious and sympathetic
nature, a genial bearing, and a ripe culture. Not-
withstanding that his sudden death, after nine
years of service, occurred at a time when many
of his plans for the university -were just com-
ing to fruition, he guided it through a difficult
era and secured for it financial support which
assured its continued success. His presidential
reports, addresses, and other papers on educa-
tional topics were constructive and influeotiaL
In 1897 he was president of the American In-
stitute of Mining Engineers.
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